
Two Perspectives on the Pandemic 

Pat Reavy introduced guest speakers Skylar Franke and Dr. Hilary 
Bergsieker  Topic: “Two perspectives on the Pandemic”. 

Skylar Franke is the Executive Director of the London Environmental 
Network, an environmental charity that aims to cultivate a more 
sustainable, healthier city. She spoke about lessons learned during the 
pandemic that can affect how we respond to the climate crisis. During 
the pandemic, we experienced rapid change (e.g., federal and 
provincial governments have taken concrete action to protect 
communities), developed mutual aid networks (e.g., neighbours helping 
each other), have observed re-allocation of resources (e.g., financial 
assistance to those unable to work), and have done what is necessary 
(e.g., adapting to the “new normal”). We can apply all of this to 
achieving a green and just recovery which means “kickstarting a new 
economy that helps solve the climate crisis while ensuring fair wages, 
employment protections and social safety nets for all people living in 
Canada”.  We need to shift from a disposable and extractive economy 
to a circular and regenerative economy. Skylar encouraged us to speak 
to politicians about the importance of incentivizing local economies 

to go green. 

Dr. Hilary Bergsieker is a professor of Social Psychology at the 
University of Waterloo whose research investigates ways of mitigating 
stereotyping and discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender and 
other identity dimensions. She currently directs the “Diversity and 
Intergroup Relations Lab” at the university. Dr. Bergsieker spoke about 
the impact of the pandemic on social interactions. She presented her 
latest research which shows how the way we label a health crisis can 
fuel racism and other harms. As in prior pandemics, there has been a 
tendency to use ethnic/geographic vs. medicinal virus labels. (e.g., 
“Chinese virus”).  The results of her study indicated that virus labels 
matter. Exposure to ethnic/geographic labels resulted in increased 



hostility, xenophobia, and stigmatization by non-Chinese Americans 
towards Chinese Americans and increased stigmatization and self-
monitoring by Chinese Americans towards members of their own 
ethnic group. These effects were more pronounced in research subjects 
who identified as politically conservative.  

The speakers answered questions posed by members. 

The speakers were thanked by Annemarie Reimer.  

 


